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As the contemporary art market becomes ever
more diversified. does the distinction between the
work of trained artists and that of their self-taught
counterparts really matter?

By Edward M. Gomez



as long as anvone who has patd close amention w the aestheng
ssies thar have shaped the oorsider-art feld can reorembor, a

clearly delineated, markec-mposed border has separared work

macle by talented autoddacts—arrises who have rended o live
and work away trom rhe calmral and mass-media mainstream—
and the creanons of their peers who studhed are making and ace history in specialized

schiools and hecame recopnized as “professional™ artists. For the most paro those in

this Lutter categony have been aware of the historical and critical contexts in which they
have made and displaved their waork and have peoduced works o be publicly presented
and sold in che established art marker.
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